When Fathers Matter/Why Fathers Matter: The Impact of the Paternal Involvement on the Offspring of Adolescent Mothers by Furstenberg, Frank F & Harris, Kathleen M
University of Pennsylvania
ScholarlyCommons
Departmental Papers (Sociology) Penn Sociology
1993
When Fathers Matter/Why Fathers Matter: The
Impact of the Paternal Involvement on the
Offspring of Adolescent Mothers
Frank F. Furstenberg
University of Pennsylvania, fff@ssc.upenn.edu
Kathleen M. Harris
Follow this and additional works at: http://repository.upenn.edu/sociology_papers
Part of the Family, Life Course, and Society Commons, and the Gender and Sexuality Commons
This paper is posted at ScholarlyCommons. http://repository.upenn.edu/sociology_papers/49
For more information, please contact repository@pobox.upenn.edu.
Recommended Citation (OVERRIDE)
Furstenberg, F. and Harris, K.M. (1993). When Fathers Matter/Why Fathers Matter: The Impact of Paternal Involvement on the
Offspring of Adolescent Mothers. In Lawson, A. and Rhode, D.L. (Eds.), The Politics of Pregnancy: Adolescent Sexuality and Public Policy
(pp. 189-215). New Haven: Yale University Press.
When Fathers Matter/Why Fathers Matter: The Impact of the Paternal
Involvement on the Offspring of Adolescent Mothers
Abstract
After a long period of scholarly neglect, social scientists are finally beginning to pay attention to the influence
of fathers on children. This new tide of interest in the role of fathers has been so strong that the standard cliché
about fathers being slighted in studies of family behavior hardly applies any longer. Recent research on teenage
parenthood represents a particularly good example of the growing interest in the extent and consequences of
male involvement.
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